
Overview of Koh Samui

Overview
Koh Samui is Thailand’s self-styled Boutique Island, with it’s
‘coconut’ feel, it offers an abundance of high end spa’s,
restaurants and every imaginable luxury.
In spit of the fact that Samui is now almost entirely dedicated
to the task of pampering the weary traveler the value of the
surrounding area as a yacht cruising ground remains little
known fact to the yacht chartering community.
The Ko Samui Cruising area includes the Islands of Koh
Phangan, well know for its edgy full moon parties and the
Island of Ko Tao, a world-renowned diving destination. We
also take you to the virtually unheard of island group of the
Ang Thong Marine Park which rivals the beauty of Phanga Bay
one of the must see highlights of the Phuket cruising area.

People moved on the island on foot or by boat by following
coasts. For example, to go from Maenam to Lamai, it took
several hours of walking through the mountainous jungle, and
going there and back in the same day was impossible. Tourism
was there unknown, because there was simply no convenient
means to go to the island. The only way of reaching it from
mainland was with the daily connection by night boat, that took
more than 6 hours of crossing from Suratthani to Nathon.
And once arriving, it was necessary even to count several hours
to then reach your final destination.
The first construction plans of a road were abandoned because
of the numerous mountainous regions of the island and the
impossibility to bring on the island construction machines. But
in 1967, Khun Dilok Suthiklom, the "leader" of the island of
that time decided that something must be made for the

Given the popularity of Koh Samui you would be mistaken to
expect hundreds of yacht cruising the area, in fact at the time of
this writing there is less than 30 yachts sailing in the area and
only a handful of those are a available for charter.
A yacht charter holiday in Koh Samui provides a unique
opportunity to go sailing in during the Southeast monsoon
period from June to September. This is a time when the
conditions in both Phuket and Ko Chang are untenable,
providing those in the northern hemisphere the opportunity to
go sailing in Asia during their summer holiday and for those on
the south an opportunity leave the winter behind and head to
the tropics.

A brief history

Ko Samui
Until 1940, there were no roads nor vehicles on Koh Samui.
Its inhabitants lived there simply and almost without contact
with the outside world.

development and asked the Thai government for help. Two
main obstacles were the high hill between Nathon and Maenam
and the rocky and mountainous side between Lamai and
Chaweng which had to be blown up to allow the road to rise in
an acceptable angle.
Trees and rocks were removed to clear the way which as final
result was a narrow track which made the round of the island.
The beginning of the construction of the road began with a
long and enormous manual labor of several hundred persons
"to clean" a way around the island.
The first years before the concrete laying, it was not rare that
everybody came out of the car (excepted the driver obviously)
to push and to help it go up hillsides. And finally in 1973, order
had come from Bangkok to finish this project up and the
concrete began to pour to finish 52 kilometres of road which
circle the island. For a long time, this road was only 2 metres
in width, until when it was widened about 2 years ago to face
the traffic increase. Nowadays, we can hardly imagine the time
when the only way to go from a place to another one on Koh
Samui was on foot or by boat...



Koh Samui - Bo Phut and the North Coast

Anchorage 1a: Ao Bo Phut
Lat: N. 09.34.00
Long:E. 100.02.00

Approaches
The bay itself is less than 4m deep up to 1 mile offshore.
Entering from the west be aware of the submerged rock off of
Laem Na Lan, do not attempt to cut inside Toothbrush Reef
marking the west- ern side of Bo Phut Bay. The two rocks due
north of the bay are visible at all states of tide. From the east
the channel between Ko Samui and Ko Som has a minimum
depth of 4m.Once in Bo Phut bay keep well to the west of the
wooden jetty, when approaching from the north, the red and
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white radio mast, and the Happy Elephant sign are handy
landmarks to bring you safely into the anchorage.

Anchorage
Anchor in 2m of water on a muddy bottom well to the west of
the wooden jetty, about 150m off “The Lodge”, using all the
chain in the locker. Bo Phut Bay is well sheltered from the SW
but in strong west/north west squalls it can get lumpy, the best
shelter can be found in the far western corner of the bay where
Toothbrush Reef offers good protection.

Amenities
Ashore in the village are several hotels “The Lodge” has a small
snack bar and rooms with a fantas- tic view over the bay.
Across the street is “Eden Bungalows” with secluded
accommodation centred around a small pool, their restaurant
offers Thai and French cuisine. For eating out one is spoilt for
choice amongst the many restaurants crammed into the village.

Favorites include “Larry’s Shack” for its BBQ steaks, “The
Happy Elephant” and “Starfish” offer inexpensive Thai and
western fare. The nightlife is fairly quiet and family orientated
the “Billabong Bar” does a great breakfast and has live music
almost every night, the “Frog and Gecko” has an eclectic
jukebox, pool table and hosts a popular pub quiz on a
Wednesday night. For shopping “Arnon Supermarket” is good
for provisioning and car/bike hire (Tesco’s is only ten minutes
away). There are two Bakeries, several internet cafes and two
currency exchange bureaus with ATM machines. Ice can be
ordered from the Billabong Bar.

Anchorage 1b: Ao Ban Rak Bay
Lat: N 09.34.00
Long: E 100.03.35

Approaches
Easily identified by the Big Golden Buddha directly to the east
of the bay on Ko Fan island this is also a shallow anchorage
with a maximum depth of 3m. Fringed on both sides by coral
reefs, approach from the north and head toward the centre of
the bay.

Anchorage
The bay is quite large, good holding can be found just outside
the moored powerboats in 2m of water about 100m offshore,
use all the chain in the locker. This anchorage is reasonably well
protected in the NE season by the islands to the north but can
be uncomfortable in strong westerly winds. Water can be
obtained from the end of the western most wooden jetty at
high water only.



Koh Samui -Ao Chaweng

This bay is also directly on the approach path of planes landing
at Samui Airport so can be a little noisy.

Amenities
There are several well stocked supermarkets ashore and a good
choice of bars and restaurants to cater to all tastes. Just west of
the wooden jetty is the “Secret Garden Resort” situated right
on the beach this is a relaxed place to enjoy some good food
and a cool drink. Taxis are easily found on the dusty main
street. Around toward the Big Buddha is the BBC Café, a fine
spot to watch the sunset, or catch a sporting event on their
giant T.V, its Sunday Roasts are particularly popular. Dive
equipment can be hired from “Captain Caveman Divers” next
to the “Elephant and Castle” English pub.

thanks to Ko Fan Noi. During the day jet skis can be a bit of a
nuisance when swimming from the yacht to shore.

Amenities
Choeng Mon is a lot more relaxed than Chaweng to the south.
Most of the restaurants are on the beach serving the usual fare
of part western part Thai cuisine. “Bongos” and “Otto’s” are
very good for pizza and seafood BBQ’s. Behind the beachfront
are supermarkets, banks, chemists and tailor shops, there are
also rubbish bins. The atmosphere is friendly and it’s worth
strolling along to the sandbar joining the beach to Ko Fan Noi
checking out which restaurant has the best seafood BBQ on
offer. A fairly quiet beach at night, it does seem to be a
graveyard for mid 80’s cruise ship entertain- ers who will sing
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Anchorage 1c: Choeng Mon
Lat: N 09.34.75
Long: E 100. 05.20

Approaches
Extreme caution must be used when approaching from the
north there are several submerged rocks off the NE headland
of Ko Samui it is better to pass between Ko Kong Ok and Ko
Lam Rai Nai rather than attempt the inshore passage without
local knowledge. Once in the bay head toward the centre of the
beach area steering clear of the drying reef linking Ko Fan Noi
to Ko Samui towards the south- ern end of the bay .

Anchorage
Anchoring is straightforward in 4-5m of water on sand about
100m off the beach. Choeng Mon is very well protected during
the SW monsoon and less of a rolly anchorage than Chaweng

graveyard for mid 80’s cruise ship entertain- ers who will sing
you to sleep with such classics as “The Lady in Red”, “Smooth
Operator”, “Fairytale of New York” etc. For more vibrant
nightlife a taxi to Chaweng takes about 5 minutes from here.

Anchorage 2a: Ao Chaweng
Lat: N 09.30.00
Long: E 100.04.00

Approaches
Chaweng is a large open bay with several choices of anchorage
as it is Samui’s main tourist beach, one needs to lookout for the
many beach catamarans, jet skiers and speed boats when
maneuvering in the bay. Head toward the southern end of
the main beach once close in the large “Central Resort” and the
“Tradewinds” volleyball court are good markers for the
preferred anchorage area.
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Koh Samui – South Coast

Anchorage
Despite being very sheltered from the SW winds, Ao Chaweng
is often a very rolly anchorage with the swell mainly coming
from the SE, laying out a kedge is recommended to hold the
yacht facing into the direction of the swell. The noisiest clubs
and bars are centered around the northern end of the strip, it is
advisable to head for the anchorage area 2a shown in the chart.
Anchor close in to the buoyed off swim area in a depth of 4-
5m on sand. The beach is shallow shelving so pull the dinghy
well up or use the anchor.

Amenities
Chaweng is a long sprawling strip of shops, bars and
restaurants great for a day shopping or a night out. Every taste
is catered for, it is easily the busiest stop in the cruising area.
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is catered for, it is easily the busiest stop in the cruising area.
The Tradewinds Resort has long been associated with the Asia
sailing scene, John, the owner, offers hot showers, water (via a
beach tap) and can organize ice and dispose of your rubbish. If
anchoring close in mosquitoes will eat you alive, they are very
hungry.

Anchorage 2b: Ao Thong Tekien
Lat: N 09.28.60
Long: E 100.04.50
To the south of Ao Chaweng is a small bay with reasonable
snorkeling and interesting coral formations. This is only a day
time anchorage as it is fairly exposed. Anchor well offshore in
10 meters on sand, there is a good secluded beach ashore. A
mile further south of this anchorage is Lamai Beach another
popular and noisy tourist strip. There is a reef extending about
100m off the beach, and although there are several dredged
channels suitable for dinghies through the reef, the conditions
in the bay seem to be uncomfortably rolly at best, it is not
advisable to anchor here.
.

Anchorage 3a: The 5 Islands

Lat: N 09.26.00
Long: E 99.54.00

On the south west corner of Samui are the five bird’s nest soup
collecting islands, there is only one anchorage in this group, on
the eastern side of Ko Mae Tap in 7m of water. The waters
around here are deep. It is interesting to sail through the
islands marveling at how the small shacks the collectors live in
cling to the steep cliff faces. Bird nests are big business and
some of the islands have village size developments on them,
you will see bamboo scaffolding on the steep to sides of a few
islands that the daredevil collectors use to reach every crack and
crevice in search of their prized nests.

Anchorage 3b:  Ko Katan and Ko Mat Sum

Lat:     N 09.22.5
Long:  E 99.57.5

This large bay is the base for the island’s coconut plantation
industry. Although popular with day tours from Tong Krut
beach on Samui the islands many trails are overgrown. There is
still plenty to see ashore, walking through the mangrove forest,
exploring the many caves or snorkeling on the reef that
surrounds the island. Legend has it any dog put on the island
will go mad within 24 hours due to the noise of the thousands
of large fruit bats that take to the skies at dusk everyday.

Approaches
Coming from the East watch out for the unmarked reef just
past Lamai beach, the water down this end of Samui is
reasonably clear and submerged rocks can easily been seen with



Koh Phangan – East Coast

polarized sun- glasses. From the West the water is deep all the
way in, just follow the Northern coastline of Ko Katen round
into the anchorage; there are often lots of fishing pots and
nets to look out for in this area.

Anchorage
Anchor just to the north of the dredged channel breakwater in
5m on mud and sand. Take your din- ghy through the channel
to get ashore. Just south of the breakwater are 3 buoys directly
over a coral reef, although visibility is at best only 2-3m there
are plenty of fish here. The waters around Ko Mat Sum are
very shallow and you cannot get close in a yacht, best to
dinghy across to explore the white coral fringed beaches.

Amenities

worth leaving getting the main down until
inside the bay. Even so there can often be
quite an uncomfortable ground swell in here.
Head in toward the red and white radio tower
toward the northern end of the beach, away
from the reef on the southern side of the bay.

Anchorage
Anchor in 6-8 meters close in on the northern
end of the bay, towards the Magic Mountain
cliff top restaurant and away from the buoyed
off swim area. The bay is always busy with
long tail taxi boats so be very careful if you are
swimming off the yacht. When going ashore
at low tide watch out for rocks and pull the
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4aAmenities
The “Ko Ten Coral Resort” is one of the few businesses on
the island and is on the beach at the end of the channel. Last
year they had just completed 6 new bright orange bungalows
with new mat- tresses en suite with hot shower for 600 Baht a
night. Their restaurant serves cold beer and very cheap Thai
food in generous portions.

Anchorage 4a: Had Rin Nok

Lat: N 09.40.00
Long: E 100.04.00
(8 nm from Bo Phut)

Approaches
The straits between Samui and Ko Phangan can get quite
rough in strong SW winds, especially with a west running tide,
once round the headland of Had Rin conditions often flatten
off it is

at low tide watch out for rocks and pull the
dinghy well up the beach and remove the kill
cord to discourage joy riders.

Amenities
Definitely a good town to do some serious
shopping and there are plenty of bargains to
be had. Ice can be bought at the 7- 11, books
can be swapped and there are plenty of
clothes and CD shops scattered about this
sprawling town. Rubbish bins can be found
at the end of the main street. About 11pm
UV lights, flaming torches and fire-twirling
locals and tourists light up the beach. A great
day time stopover. As a caution, if your
mushroom omelet costs 1000 baht it’s best to
clear your diary for the next 24 hours as it’s
“special”…
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Koh Phangan – North Coast

Anchorage 5a: Had Nam Tok
(Waterfall Bay)

Lat: N 09.45.05
Long: E 100.04.75

This bay is home to the Than Sadet waterfall pools, three Kings
of Thailand have left their marks here on the rocks. About 5
miles north of Had Rin this anchorage is just before the large
white villa on the cliff and the bay itself is surrounded by huge
boulders. Anchor in 8 metres in the centre of the bay. Take
the dinghy to the small jetty for a 10 minute uphill walk to the
waterfalls. Under the shady palm trees that fringe the beach are
two small restaurants both serving the standard lunchtime fare
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two small restaurants both serving the standard lunchtime fare
of Banana milkshakes and Phad Thai noodles, if relaxing in the
shade, remember to watch out for falling coconuts.

Anchorages 5b: Ao Thong Nai Pan

Lat: N 09.46.55
Long: E 100.03.60

This large double crescent bay boasts two of the best beaches
on the island. White sandy beaches fringed by palms and
surrounded by lush green mountainous jungle. Remote from
the rest of Ko Phangan, the road is often washed away in the
wet season. There is more of a relaxed family atmosphere here.
The water is clear and glows with phosphorescence at night.
The headland separating the two bays is home to the Panviman
Resort with its luxury accommodation and infinity pool.

Approaches
Once rounding the rocky headland to the south head toward
the centre of the bay as there is a shallow reef area to the left.
The southern bay is the most protected, while the northern bay
can be rolly and the steep beach can make surfing the dinghy
ashore a wet experience. Head toward the middle resort, under
the biggest tree on the beach.

Anchorage
Fishing boats tend to raft up in the southern bay during the day
then head out at night, anchor up wind of them 100 meters off
the beach in about 3 meters on sand. The beach is shallow

either anchor the dinghy or pull it all the way up to the
restaurant tables. A cool breeze blows off the mountains most
nights, never a rolly anchorage with few mosquitoes makes this
the best anchorage on the whole of the island. However in high
season noise from the karaoke bar can go on quite late into the
night.

Amenities
There is good safe swimming to be had in both bays with the
water being quite clear and jellyfish are not that prevalent. For
eating the Central Cottage Restaurant, which does inexpensive
western and Thai food and often has a Seafood BBQ in the
evenings. By request the manager lets guests use her showers
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Koh Tao

and toilets (behind the restaurant), and you can leave your
rubbish here as well as get laundry done. There are several
other small restaurants along this beach, ice can be bought
from the Starfish minimart. For relaxing, there are two
massage parlors on the beach.
On the road behind the beach there is an ATM machine in the
dentists shop, a bakery, Indian restaurant and several other
mini markets.
The Panviman hotel overlooks both bays but is accessible only
from the north bay. Also along the north beach is Bert’s Bar
the liveliest night spot this end of the island. Bert also runs
daytime dive trips out to Sail Rock.
For the active there are several jungle trails leading up the
mountains for (quite literally) breathtaking views of Thong Nai
Pan and Ko Tao Island some 25 miles to the north.
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Anchorage 5c: Bottle Beach

Lat: N 09.47.75
Long: E 100.02.15

Just around the headland to the north of Thong Nai Pan is this
pretty little bay with three small resorts on it backing on to
coconut tree plantations and jungle. A good stopover if
heading the 25 miles up to Ko Tao the following day. There is
a charted rock on the eastern side of the bay to avoid. Anchor
in 6-7 meters over toward the western side of the bay to get the
best shelter from the westerly wind and swell. The beach here
is very steeply shelved so wait until the dinghy touches the
shore before jumping out then pull it well up. The central
resort has a beach restaurant and does good pizzas and green
chicken curry it also shows a recent movie every night. Tucked
in amongst the huge boulders at the western end of the beach
is an excellent open air seafood BBQ restaurant with cushions
and hammocks on the beach to laze in while your food goes
down.

Further along the north coast is the fishing port of Ao Chalong
Lam. Although a large town and home to the area’s fishing
fleet, the fish processing plant ashore gives off an interesting
aroma. Due to this simple fact this is a seldom visited
anchorage by yachties.
On the NW tip of Ko Phangan is Ko Ma. Koh Ma is a small
island connected to Koh Phangan by a sandbar on Had Mae
Had beach.. It can be a handy lunch stop, and entry is
straightforward, head in toward the centre of the sandy bar
connecting the island to the shore and anchor in 9 meters
tucked in out of the swell and wind.

Anchorage 6a: Ao Leuk

Lat:        N 10.04.35
Long:     E 99.50.50 (25 nm from Bottle Beach)

Coming up from Ko Phangan, this is the closest anchorage to 
head for on Ko Tao, During the early afternoon it is extremely 
overcrowded with dive and fishing boats taking advantage of its 
crystal clear sheltered waters and fantastic coral formations.  It 
is worth arriving at this anchorage after 4pm when most boats 
leave for the night.  
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Koh Tao - Continued

Approach
From a distance it is hard to make out the exact location of the
bay as it is hidden behind Shark Island, from the NE coast of
Ko Phangnan a compass course of 315 degrees gets you fairly
close. Easily visible from 12nm out is an elliptical brown scar
(a road) on the hill behind the bay, this is a good mark to aim
for.

Anchorage
Once past Shark Island to your port, anchor on sand in 6
meters, allowing adequate swinging room to avoid the coral
that fringes the sides of the bay. Huge boulders line the shore
and care must be taken to find the sandy dinghy channel in the

Anchorage 6b: Mango Bay

Lat: N 10.07.50
Long: E 99.50.00

Mango Bay is the only inhabited bay on the north coast of Ko
Tao. In the late afternoon and early morning it is a tranquil
paradise with pristine coral and great snorkeling. Between 10am
and 4pm it is extremely busy with speed boats and dive boats.

Anchorage
If coming in late and leaving early, one of the dive boat
moorings can be used, the ones in the centre of the bay are

Anchorage 6c: Ko Hang Tao
(Nangyuan Island)

Lat: N 10.07.15
Long: E 99.48.95

One of the most stunning spots in the area, and much
photographed, it’s really three small islands joined by sand bars,
except at high tide, surrounded by coral and home to an
amazing variety of marine life. Leased off the Thai
Government by a private resort it is literally crawling with divers
and snorkelers every day. Anchor well away from the dive boat
moorings mid channel on the east side of the island in 11-15
meters then take the dinghy up to the buoyed off area and tie
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and care must be taken to find the sandy dinghy channel in the
centre of the beach. It is advisable to raise the engine and
paddle the last few meters ashore, once on the beach pull the
dinghy up and to the side to allow others to use the landing
area.

Amenities
Ao Leuk is busy during the day with snorkelers but in the
evening the two small resorts are quiet. The large wooden
veranda restaurant overlooking the bay has friendly staff and
good food. On the beach the large concrete cafeteria has
showers and toilets and the owner can give you a lift to town in
his 4x4 for a fee of around 500 Baht. The road to town is
steep in places but it only takes 15 minutes to reach the
outskirts. Rubbish can be disposed of only in town and should
not be dumped on the beach in Ao Luek. Most client’s pop
into town in the evening to arrange dive trips or courses with
the 100’s of operators in Mae Haad. The nearest supermarket
on the road to town has everything you need from fresh bread
and milk to baked beans and beer.

moorings can be used, the ones in the centre of the bay are
strong enough. Otherwise anchor well out in the middle of the
bay away from the live coral in 10-12 meters. This anchorage is
too exposed if strong west or northwest winds are expected.

Amenities
Take your dinghy to the concrete jetty below the restaurant with
the large verandah, watching out for lazy lines when close in.
This is the Mango Bay Resort and it serves great food and is
well worth the walk up the hill. There are clean showers and
toilets, and the bungalow accommodation stretching up the
cliffs is 800 Baht a night. Lounging out on cushions on the
verandah after a “mossie chicken” and a few cold beers it can
be a real effort to move back down to yacht for the night.
Water jerry cans be filled here and there is also a laundry.

meters then take the dinghy up to the buoyed off area and tie
up. Early mornings and evenings are the best times to avoid the
crowds and the anchorage is well protected from the SW.
Ashore is an expensive restaurant and even more expensive
accommodation by tying the dinghy to the swim area marker
buoys and swimming ashore you avoid the 300 Baht visitors fee.
There are many underwater rocks to the west of these islands
most are marked by dive boat buoys.

Anchorage 6d: AoHin Wong

Lat: N 10.06.35
Long: E 99.51.00

A large deep horseshoe shaped bay with a boulder strewn
shoreline surrounded by jungle, this is the most protected bay
on Ko Tao in the SW season . Some yachts use this as their
base while on Ko Tao as you are guaranteed a good nights rest
here. Apart from two dive buoys marking rocks to the north
there are no hazards to watch out for.



Koh Tao - Continued

Take the time to find a good spot to anchor, allowing adequate
swinging room with the anchor in sand rather than coral,
depths of 7-12 meters can be expected. The coral and fish
along the southern end of the bay are as good as anywhere, and
this bay is relatively undiscovered by dive boats so is quiet all
day.

Amenities
The View Rock Resort has a floating pontoon for dinghies in
the north west corner of the bay. They have cold showers and
toilets free for those eating there. The stilted restaurant affords
an excellent view of the rocks (hence the name). Ding, the
waiter is a helpful chap. There is internet access, the smallestwaiter is a helpful chap. There is internet access, the smallest
mini market in Thailand (great for crisps and walkman
batteries) and if you are fit enough to climb the 120 steps up to
his jeep he can give you a lift to town. To the left of the dinghy
pontoon is a great three-stage rock jump into deep water. The
other restaurant in the bay is Mol and Diane’s place at water
level with a small stone dinghy jetty. The food is excellent,
although be sure to ask for pet nit noi as Mol likes her food
spicy. There is a fairly good road into Sairee Village (on the
west coast) that takes you up over the top of the island, it takes
half an hour to walk (take good shoes and water) Mol also
offers a taxi service to town.

Anchorage 6e: Mae Haad Town

Lat: N 10.05.40
Long: E 99.49.30

The main, and only, town on Ko Tao. In recent years it has
become the centre for diving in South East Asia and the
environment around the town has suffered as it struggles to

meet the accommodation, water and power demands of the
growing number of visitors. With over 70 dive boat operators
and 10 ferries stopping here every day it is a very noisy and
lumpy anchorage. Also as it faces west it’s only really advisable
to use it as a day time shopping stop on a calm day. Road
access to the town from the east side of Ko Tao is now good
and often less hassle than taking the yacht.

Approach
From the south beware of the three rocks off of Cape Hin
Saam Gone, watch out for the many fast speedboats and ferries.
Head toward the northern side of the jetties away from the
floating moorings and buoys staying in over 10 meters of water.
From the north one can pass between Ko Tao and Nangyuan
Island again stay in 10 metes of water to avoid the reef that
extends 100metres offshore the entire length of Sairee and Mae
Haad bay until just north of the ferry jetty.

Anchorage
Anchor in 8-10 meters roughly in line with the boat yard on 
shore, the water is clear here so make sure you drop on sand, 
the dark patches are coral.  At all states of tide the dinghy can 
pass over the huge reef to reach the shore, however closer in 
there is a web of criss-crossed lazy lines, raise the engine and 
paddle the last 10 meters.  Definitely wear shoes on this beach 
as there is quite a lot of flotsam and rubbish.

Amenities
The town has everything but most of all dive shops. Last year 
good feedback was received about Black Tip and Dive Point 
Divers, but instructors change from season to season. For food 
Farango’s Pizza is hard to beat, there are many other local and 
western restaurants around. Please only dispose of your rubbish
in the big plastic bins. Up the top of the hill is the ice factory, a
5kg bag is 40 Baht. If you want to see more of the island it is
advisable to hire a quad bike rather than a motorbike, or better
still take a driver with a 4x4.



Koh Ang Thong Marine National Park

Anchorage 7a: Ko Ang Thong NPHQ

Lat: N 09.38.30
Long: E 99.40.50

The most protected anchorage in the national park, strong
gusts can swirl around the bay as storms pass, so ensure the
anchor is well set in the thick mud. The waters here are
emerald green, and not clear, underwater rocks are not visible.
The view over the park from the top of Ang Thong is fantastic.
This beach also has the only Restaurant in the entire park.

Approach
The anchorage can be entered from the north or east giving Ko

often has a much-reduced menu. The island water supply is
scarce and clients are encouraged to shower on board. There is
a well marked, near vertical trail leading to the very top of the
island, not for the faint-hearted. Be sure to start early take good
shoes, water and of course a camera. Toward the southern end
of the beach is another jungle trail up to a huge cave well worth
the trek. From the NPHQ many nice beaches and caves on
nearby islands are accessible by dinghy or canoe. Most client’s
base themselves here for a few days while exploring the park.

Anchorage 7r: Ko Wau Ta Lum
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The anchorage can be entered from the north or east giving Ko
Phi at least 10 meters clearance to avoid the underwater reefs.

Anchorage
Anchor in 7-10 meters on the muddy bottom just to the north
of the beach for the most protected spot, stay well away from
the orange mooring buoy as the large Seatran Discovery cruise
ship uses it. The currents here can get quite strong and often
hold the yacht beam on to the wind, be aware of this when
swimming or having a BBQ aboard. Take the dinghy to the
northern end of the beach and watch out for rocks close to the
shore.

Amenities
This is the head quarters for the national park and where you
pay your 200 Baht per person entrance fee. The beach and
grassy park area surrounded by palm trees and thick jungle alive
with spectacled lampur monkey’s is amazing. The park
restaurant only serves Thai food and during the high season

Lat: N 09.39.50
Long: E 99.40.15

Coming from the South you will see a large pyramid shaped
rock mid channel, pass well to port of this. Further up as you
pass the first beach there is a red Buoy, this marks an under
water rock steer well clear of it.

Popular with day tripper boats, after dropping anchor in 7-8
metres dinghy ashore to the small beach alongside the buoyed
off snorkel area, raise your engine to avoid damaging the visible
reef. Once ashore there are some steep steps that take you up
to a viewpoint overlooking the park and an emer- ald lake
hidden inside the island. Approaching from the east a course of
230 degrees brings you round the north of Ko Sam Sao and Ko
Hin Tack avoiding all rock on the way into the anchorage.

7e



Koh Ang Thong Marine National Park

Anchorage 7b: Ko Sam Sao
(The Stone Bridge)

Lat: N 09.39.70
Long: E 99.40.59

Enter from the north only and anchor mid way between Ko
Hin Tack and the NW corner of KO Sam Sao in 7 meters.
The Stonebridge is a natural feature linking two rocks, big
enough to dinghy under, the water off the beach is fairly clear
and it’s worth a quick snorkel. Ashore is a short trail leading up

Anchorage 7q: Pinnacle Beach, Ko Phaluai

Lat: N 09.33.00and it’s worth a quick snorkel. Ashore is a short trail leading up
to a viewpoint. A great place to spend a night alone under the
stars while eating on board.

Anchorage 7c: Ko Thai Phlao

Lat: N 09.42.31
Long: E 99.40.85

This is a collection of small islands closely grouped together
located in the northern end of the national park. Anchor off
the east side of the islands close to the buoyed off snorkel area
in 10 meters and explore by dinghy or canoe. There are several
small hongs (rooms) dotted around the islands one is big
enough to enter by dinghy at mid tide. There have been
numerous sightings of a whale shark and dolphin pods in this
area.

Lat: N 09.33.00
Long: E 99.41.00

The large island of Ko Phaluai is 5 miles south of Ang Thong
and administered over by the park wardens the entire east coast
is given over to bird’s nest collection and no anchoring is
allowed. The west coast consists of three shallow bays with
dredged channels allowing beach access to large fishing boats.
These shambolic sea gypsy villages patrolled by seemingly rabid
dogs are best left alone. However on the north coast is a
beautiful beach well sheltered from the south and west. Head
in past the 20 meter high pinnacle rock and anchor in 3 meters
off the white sandy beach. Exploring the pristine beach you
can find giant monitor lizard trails. Another perfect spot for a
BBQ onboard under the stars.

This is not an exhaustive list of the anchorages of the National
Park there are several other top spots. The area is tranquil and
unspoiled and well worth spending three days here before
heading back to the bright lights and hustle and bustle of Ko
Samui


